v The proportions of direct costs over total economic burden were 89%($310.9 million) in 2008 and 91%($512.0 million) in 2011 and the proportions of indirect costs were 11%($38.4 million) and 9%($50.6 million) respectively.
v This study aims to estimate the economic burden of people with mental disorders in Korea.
Objectives Methods
v The study evaluated the economic burden for people with mental disorders between 2008 and 2011 by sex and age.
v Direct and indirect costs were estimated using a prevalence based approach and calculated based on the four nationwide databases for people with disabilities.
v The direct costs stem from both primary medical and non medical expenditures directly associated with mental disorders. The indirect costs are estimated based on costs of lost productivity due to morbidity and premature mortality by applying a 3% of discount rate. v The findings from this study provide underlying evidence for mental health care improvements and future studies are needed to investigate pharmacological and other social costs for mental disorders. 
